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House and Senate conferees yesterday ap- 
proved a $3 billion Pentagon spending bill 
long sought by President Clinton to pay for 
peacekeeping and humanitarian operations in 
Haiti and elsewhere. But the conferees cut 
deeply into a key administration technology 
program so as not to worsen the deficit. 

The administration has been lobbying hard 
in Congress to firee the money so accounts 
drained by U.S. missions in Haiti, the Carib- 
bean, Bosnia, Somalia and South Korea could 
be replenished without taking money firom 
accounts that buttress military readiness. 

But the GOP-controlled Congress, re- 
^xmdmg to the new deficit-cutting mood, 
made the administration pay a price by re- 
quiring for the first time that an “emergen- 
cy defense appropriation be paid for by off- 
setting cuts, mainly within the Defense 
Department. 

Chairman Mark 0. Hatfield (R-Ore.) of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee said this 
strategy was “intend^ to send a salvo across 
the bow of this administration,” with the 
message that Congress looks askance at pay- 


ing for unpopular foreign operations after 
the fact. 

Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), who chairs 
the Appropriations defense subcommittee, 
said it was the “last time” the Senate would 
help the administration after it had diverted 
money from military readiness accounts to 
pay for humanitarian missions. 

To drive home the theme of deficit reduc- 
tion, the bill approved yesterday includes 
nearly $1 billion in spending cuts beyond 
what was required to offset the new money 
for the Defense Department. 

Nonetheless, members foimd ways to pro- 
tect parochial interests even in the increas- 
ingly austere environment. Cuts in “miscella- 
neous highway demonstration projects” were 
dropped, and the conferees authorized the 
Corps of Engineers to use previously appro- 
priated funds to stave off an erosion threat to 
Hickman, Ky., on the bluffs above the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

At one point yesterday. Senate Budget 
Committee Chairman Pete V. Domenici (R- 
N.M.) threatened to hold up work on the en- 
tire bill unless it contained language direct- 
ing the Air Force to release a 1994 study 
about the future of Kirtland Air Force Base 
in Albuquerque. 


House negotiators, fearing a wave of de- 
mands from their own members for special 
consideration in the bill, balked. But the im- 
passe was removed after Domenici placed a 
call to Air Force Secretary Sheila E. Widnall. 


The hill includes nearly 
$1 billion in spending 
cuts beyond what was 
required to offset the 
new money for the 
Defense Department. 

Widnall said the report, which is said to sug- 
gest that research and development activi- 
ties at three Cfilifomia bases could be consol- 
idated at Kirtlind, was “on the way.” 

While giving the administration the money 
it wanted, th^ House-Senate conference 
dealt it a doublS blow by cutting $300 million 
from its prized Technology Reinvestment 


but Not Without a Price 



Program and stripping out $275 million in 
debt relief sought for the nation of Jordan. 

The Jordan relief could be attached to the 
big spending cuts package, now stalled on 
the Senate floor, but that appeared to de- 
pend on the success of closed-door negotia- 
tions underway between the White House 
and Senate leaders of both parties aimed at 
bringing the $15.1 billion measure to a vote. 

The Senate sought to prevent the House 
from decimating the technology program, 
which provides grants to companies develop- 
ing products and processes with dual military 
and civilian value. But as pressure rose on 
the conferees to cover the costs of the 
peacekeeping and humanitarian operations 
with Pentagon funds, they turned to the pro- 
gram, which is managed by the Defense De- 
partment. 

The House contended the program’s mili- 
tary value was “tenuous at best.” But the 
Senate argued that such partnerships 
“should become the norm” for the Defense 
Department’s applied research. 

While the conferees cut deeply into that 
program, they restored $400 million origi- 
nally cut by the House for a different govern- 
ment-industry partnership that funds the 
study and development of wind tunnels. The 


project is run from a NASA facility in Cleve- 
land, with Boeing Corp. the prime contrac- 
tor. 

Most of the funds will be held back until 
the end of next year, but the Senate pre- 
vailed in its view that the spending contrib- 
utes “to the competitive position of U.S. 
manufacturers of commercial aircraft,” dis- 
missing House arguments that such partner- 
ships are “corporate welfare.” 

In a stark example of the choices being 
made by appropriators, the Senate had cho- 
sen to preserve the wind tunnel ^d offset it 
by cutting a like sum from housing. 

The housing recision was ultimately 
dropped, along wnth the proposal to reduce 
spending for the wind t unn els. 

Meanwhile, the Senate was able to restore 
all but $15 milhon of the $110 miUion cut by 
the House for the construction of housing for 
Russian officers being relocated from Esto- 
nia and Latvia, and House cuts in funds for 
relocating Russian rocket forces based in Be- 
larus and the Ukraine. 

Rep. Charles Wilson (D-Tex.) said the 
conferees agreed that the question of U.S. 
aid to Russia should await a broad debate and 
not be decided wdthin the details of a com- 
plex appropriations bill. 



